Cruise 7 of the N. B. Scofield for 1953. Cruise Report 53-S-7 by unknown
State of California 
DEPARTl'IENT OF FISII A~ID GlJIE 
Ill'.un·1E FlSIIEllIBS BPt.f\J~CII - Ill.V. }J. B. SCOFIELD 
Cruise Report 
Cruise: Cruise 7 of the N. B. SCOFIELD for 1953. 53-5-7 
Sailed: October 28,1953 from los Angeles Harbor. 
Returned: November 5, 1953 to Los Angeles Harbor. 
locality: P.11 of the Channel Islands except San !1iguel and Anacapa. 
Purpose: 1. To catch, transport and release large kelp bass at selected points 
at Santa Catalina Island in order to obtain growth information. 
2. Obtain information concerning the size composition of the bass at 
selected fishing locations. 
3. Supplement length-weight data already on hand. 
4. Obtain spotfin and yellowfin croakers, corbina and barred perch 
for tagging, food and maturity studies. 
5. Obtain specimens of other fishes for aquaria and taxonomic study. 
Results:  Fishing was poor at Santa Rosa, Santa Cruz, San Nicolas and Santa 
Barbara Islands which 1~ere visited in the order named. Specimens of 
several species of sea perch were taken by beach seining at Santa Rosa 
Island, (Bechers Bay). Bass fishing at San Clemente Island (Mosquito 
Iiarbor and l,~h.ite Rock) vla.S very productive, over 300 bass being taken 
in a day and a half. '1\10 verJ successful aqua lung dives were made at 
11osquito Harbor. Bass, perch and blacksmith were very abundant near 
tIle SCOFIZLD and the dives revealed the fish to be from several feet 
below the surface nearly to the bottom. I~o kelp was present near the 
diver in the first dive, but was present in close proximity on the 
second dive. "." 
Large specimens of bass,:. (those over 16 inches) were to be seen, although 
there were more to be found in and near cover. All sizes of bass, from 
large to fish probably not over two or three months old were occupy ing 
the same relative area. Very small bass could almost be touched with 
the fingers and seemed to prefer the bottom. 
Of the 332 bass tagged and released at Santa Catalina, only 14 exceeded 
14i inches in length. Over half the bass were between 11 and 12t inches 
in length. 
Wire traps and trammel nets were successful in taking 
3 swell sharks 
1 horned shark 
several blacksmith and halfmoon 
5 morays 
several species of rockfish 
6 small kelp bass 
3 crabs 
1 small lobster 
several miscellaneous fish, shellfish 
and other invertebrates 
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Traps were placed in the area iWhere successful hook and line fishing 
occurred. IIowever, despite strategic placing of traps by diving and 
the use of anchovy bait, on.J¥6 small bass entered. Tllis is the first 
detailed information that we have obtained on trap efficiency in 
comparison with live bait fishing in an area known to be heavily 
populated with bass. 
Light stations produced squid in abundance, and a few species of 
fish. 
Hermosa aquarium was given a tank of live specimens that included 
whitefish, sheephead, swell and horned shark, several species of 
rockfish, halfmoon, blacksmith, and kelp bass. 
Scientific Personnel:  J. Baxter, J. Carlisle, John Ritch, Jack 8chott, 
Parke Young-..Department of Fish and Game 
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